
Agenda (DRAFT) 
Second Annual Meeting 

National Consortium of Social Science Research Centers and Institutes 
April 10-11, 2008 

 
Thursday, April 10:   

 
7:30 p.m. Welcome Dinner 

Sette Bello Restaurant, 3101 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201  
(www.settebellorestaurant.com) 

 
Friday, April 11: 
  

8:00 a.m.  Consortium Meeting 
George Mason University, Room 330, 3401 Fairfax Drive, Arlington, VA 22201  

 
Leave for consortium, via free shuttle service from the Holiday Inn or on foot (the 
distance is .9 miles). To arrive via metro take the orange line to the Virginia 
Square/GMU station. Please do not plan to park at the Arlington campus -- due to 
construction parking is very limited. The meeting is in the "Original Building" 
located at 3401 North Fairfax Drive, next to the FDIC building.  

 
 8:15 a.m. Breakfast  

Room 330 
 

8:45 a.m. Welcome – Steven Vallas, Executive Director, Center for Social Science 
Research, George Mason University 

    
8:55 a.m. Collaborators Collaborating: The Origins and Purposes of the National Consortium 

of Social Science Research Centers and Institutes – John Aldrich, co-Director, 
Social Science Research Institute at Duke University 

 
9:15 a.m.   Breakout sessions (choose one): 
   

(1) Fostering Interdisciplinarity: Building Bridges, Respecting Boundaries  
(2) Are You Being Served? Striking a Balance between Long-Term 

Organizational Development and Constituents’ Immediate Needs  
 
10:30 a.m. Coffee break 
 
11:00 a.m. The Bridges between Academic Research and Policymaking: Roles and 

Opportunities for Interdisciplinary Academic Institutes and Centers – Howard 

Silver, Executive Director, Consortium of Social Science Associations 

 
Noon Lunch 

Room 302 
 



1:00 p.m. Business Session 
Discussion of By-Laws, Organizational Structure including Steering Committee 
Formation, Future Meetings, Registration Fees/Dues, Future Topics 

 
2:00 p.m.  Coffee break 
 
2:15 p.m.  Breakout sessions (choose one): 
 

(1) Communications: Strategies for Improving the Visibility of the Social & 
Behavioral Sciences On Campus and Beyond 

(2) Managing Administrative Relationships: From Chancellors to Offices 
of Research to Departments  

 
 3:45 p.m. Conclusion 

 
4:00 p.m. Return to hotels  


